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ministers narrowly escaped the same fate, owing to
the hostility they had incurred from being supposed
to favour an increased intercourse with foreigners :

" 8. That in order to enforce a demand made by Her Ma-
jesty's Government of redress for the murder of a
British subject, it was found necessary to undertake
hostile operations against one of the Daiinios ; in the
course of which considerable loss was experienced by
Her Majesty's ships, and a large and flourishing
Japanese town was burnt to the ground:

" 9. That this experience of what has already taken place,
leaves little hope for the future of its being possible
to avert fresh collisions between Her Majesty's sub-
jects and the Japanese, if the existing arrangements
for regulating the intercourse between them are main-
tained unaltered ; and if such collisions should occur,
they must sooner or later lead to a war which would
necessarily cost many lives and much money, both to
this country and to Japan; and would probably bring
upon the latter the heavy calamities of general anarchy
and confusion, from the destruction of its existing
government; while there would be no means of
creating any other authority to replace it:

" 10. That, apart from all higher considerations, the true
interests of this country, and especially its permanent
commercial interests, require that such calamitous
results should not be risked by maintaining the exist-
ing Treaty with Japan unaltered; and that it is de-
sirable that the provisions of this Treaty should be
so modified, as to place the future intercourse of the
two nations on a better footing for the future:

"11. That it would, therefore, bo advisable that Her Ma-
jesty's servants should without delay enter into friendly
communication with the Government of Japan, and
with the Governments of other nations having Treaties